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Memories
SAGA OF THE MIGRATING SHEEP HERDERS OBSERVED IN DELHI'

Dr. Vipul Singh
----------------------------------------- Professor, Department of History, DU

You must have been observing the moving flock of sheep in huge number in Delhi
during November to May every year. These sheep are controlled by few turban
wearing men resembling people from Rajasthan. Have you ever tried to know why
and from where do they come. | am going to tell you the saga of these migrants.

The men moving with the sheep are known as the Raikas (also called Rebaris). They
are a traditional camel and sheep herding community in western Rajasthan.
Historically, they have remained outside their original habitat for the most part of
their life. They have their permanent villages where their family lives in the
traditional huts with a bara (cattle-shed) attached to it. These migrants wander
covering hundreds and thousands of miles to obtain feed for their camels and sheep
every year. They migrate in large groups with each of the camps having many adult
males, females and kids accompanied by hundreds of sheep and many camels.
Unlike other pastoralists in arid and semi-arid parts of the world, the Raikas migrate
in order to tackle climatically harsh conditions and also to track the annual
variations in rainfall. The rainfall deficiency in Western Rajasthan lead to extreme
unpredictability in terms of geographic distribution of grassland and force the
herders to move to huge distance to meet their animals’ food.

In this sense, the Raikas may be termed as environmental migrants as they migrate
with their animals on grazing expedition constrained by scarce environmental
resources in their original habitat. Migration for them is compulsive to counter the
risks stemming from environmental fluctuations, and thus it is a ‘naturalized fact'.
My interaction with the community revealed that state has preferentially provided

! Based on Vipul Singh's Rachel carson Center, LMU Munich (Germany) discussion paper (2011).
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cultivators of the Raika villages in western Rajasthan with incentives and resources
to expand cultivation, while ignoring the requirements of the pastoral needs of the
Raikas in the region. The non-pastoralist villagers within villages inhabited by the
Raikas have used environmental conservation as an excuse to close off traditional
grazing lands to grazing.

Often individual members of households migrate in a pattern called ‘dispatch
migration’. Households dispatch individual members to take advantage of distant
opportunities, without requiring the relocation of the entire household. Migrants,
according to this view, select nearby destinations and leave for short periods of time
and the movement of entire households is expected to be an action of last resort.
When depletion of resources worsens, the people who depend on this resource have
to search for some way to compensate. In Indian context, one of the earliest
researches that related environmental factor to migration was done in early eighties
of the twentieth century, when it was proposed that ‘migration by choice occurs due
to drought and famine’. It has been observed that long distance migration from
Western Rajasthan was not ‘so acute’ and ‘migration occurs only during famine
years’. But over the last few decades (till recently), when most of the herd worldwide
are becoming sedentary, the long distance migration has become an accepted and
annual reality in Western Rajasthan.

In this phase of economic development throughout the country Western Rajasthan
has also moved towards prosperity, and therefore, the episodes of migration would
ideally have been on a decline. But contrary to it, the long distance migration by the
pastoralists has acquired an upward trend over the years. Based on my fieldwork in
various villages of Western Rajasthan, Barmer, Bikaner, Jaisalmer, Jodhpur and Pali
in particular, | could observe a massive movement of the Raika pastoralists with
their cattle to places outside Rajasthan.

One of the prime factors behind this long distance migration for almost 9-10
months in a year, and sometimes even longer, has been the long dry season leading
to severe shortage of fodder for the cattle. Most of the Raika families go on grazing
expeditions for eight to nine months. They start their journey in October-November
and return back only in July with onset of the monsoon rains. They stay at their




home for 3-4 months and keep the cattle in the bara. On occasion they have
remained away from their homes for all 12 months of the year. Sometimes there
have been such Raika families who could come back only after five or six years, and
there are few members who have not returned home for the last twenty-five years.
Such migrants are always on the move with their animals, moving from one pasture
to another, and preferring never to return home with the flock.

During my interaction with the Raika families in village Gadana in Pali district, |
could gather few cases Raika men who could not come home to attend the marriage
ceremony of their daughters because they did not want to leave their flock
unattended. In drought year, these Raikas also carried cattle of other high caste
villagers. Those who sent their cattle with them, believed that they were as good as
lost since all would not be returned to them and few may be sold by the Raikas on

way.
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Figure: Raika with his flock of sheep moving through a residential area of Delhi




The sheep and goats are grazed or browsed on uncultivated land during the
monsoon. After the kharif (rain-fed summer), crops are harvested, and the animals
are grazed on crop stubbles in harvested fields. During the latter part of the year,
beginning in September/October, most non-migratory flocks graze on uncultivated
areas, and migratory flocks on the harvested fields and reserve forests in their
migratory tracts. The lands that were earlier grazed by the Raikas have now
increasingly come under cultivation, and therefore, this pastoral community is
forced to wander farther and for longer periods. Thus, the migration seems to be
largely because of push factors operative at the place of origin such as
environmental degradation process and shrinkage of common property resources.

Figure: Traditional Routes of Migration by Raikas

The major districts where the Raika population is concentrated are Jodhpur, Pali,
Sirohi, Barmer and Jaisalmer, located in western Rajasthan. Since further west and

north of this region is pure desert, their natural movement has been traditionally
towards the modern bordering states of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana and
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Uttar Pradesh. Many a times they move across further down south to Andhra
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Pradesh and Maharashtra. Most of the Raika group spends four to five months
reaching their last destination in various states, and from there they start returning
back to base. Their traditional knowledge is so sound about monsoon that they
would always follow the monsoon track during return journey. That is why the
route taken by them in the return journey is often different from the one taken on
proceeding for migration. On an average one Raika group travels a distance of

roughly 1000 kilometers in one migration cycle.

These days the herd of cattle owned by the Raikas is mainly sheep, with few one or
two camels. The camels are used to carry their goods, tents and their female

members and kids.

e e

F{g‘re: Raika Family Moving with their Household

The increase in number of sheep and goat is very noticeable over the last few
decades, and this has taken place despite the diminishing feed and fodder supply
base. The natural corollary to the constantly decreasing feed and fodder in Western
Rajasthan would have been dissuasion towards livestock breeding. And

consequently, this would have led to lesser migration of the Raika pastoralists with
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the cattle. But the latest available statistical data shows that the livestock
population, specially that of goat and sheep has increased many fold ever since 1951
down to 2007. The available data suggests that Eastern Rajasthan, which is
climatically not so hostile region and where more feed and fodder is available in
comparison to Western Rajasthan, has not undergone that much substantial
increase in sheep and goat population.

If we look at the 18th livestock census 2007 conducted by department of Animal
Husbandry, Government of Rajasthan (Figure 5 and 6), a noticeable difference could
be observed in sheep and goat population between Eastern and Western Rajasthan.
Roughly a third of the total sheep population of India, and 43% of total goat
population here is concentrated in Western Rajasthan. There is also a change in the
composition of livestock and a move away from cattle towards sheep and goat,
which are considered to be sturdier. Sheep in particular has been the main animals
that trail along with the Raikas during migration.

A comparison of the population growth chart with the dry climate of different parts
of Rajasthan leads us to an apparently contradictory situation. The more hostile is
the region, the greater has been the population increase of sheep and goat, meaning
thereby that the shortage of fodder might not have been the only deciding factor
behind long distance migration. If we look at the economics of the sheep breeding
this would lead us to our hypothesis as to how the Raikas have increasingly been
practicing migration as livelihood strategy.

Migration in this way is being seen by the Raikas as beneficial livelihood strategy. By
migrating they not only increase the reproductive potential of their sheep, but also
get back good return by selling wool and sheep itself for meat on their way. The
increase in meat and wool receipts over the last few decades have made the large
and mobile herd production viable. Migration also allows the Raikas to get
maximum return as they do not have to pay the middlemen. Apart from it, the
region to which they migrate also have protein-rich grasses grown around fringes of

agricultural fields. This consumption of crude protein leads to superior reproductive
rate of the sheep.
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Prose Poetry

I Feel ...
Akshita Mishra

.............. BA Programme, lind Year

You dig open every inch of the graveyard
of the memories | had buried. When I'm
with you | feel like a bruised war veteran
whose bruises are finally getting
acknowledged after years of neglect. My
cursed soul is resting in the garden
outside this house, covered in moss and
dirt, just 40 feet beneath the entrance
you stepped in from. It's climbing up it’s
a way through hell while we share laughs
by the fireplace. It's coming for me. This

blue neighborhood has always been my
curse and my utmost salvation. |
physically cannot stand this place and | mentally cannot escape it no matter how far
| run away.

| fear that someday the wretched barren land of my mind would engulf the flowers
you planted. Your flowers are of course nice. They smell good. They feel like spring
in the autumn. All that this cemetery has ever known is thorns, thus, it has grown a
disregard for the flowers you bring. Your flowers don’t seem familiar. | fear one day
you'll forget to water the plants you planted and they'll wither away.

You shush the noises when the distant past comes resounding through deafening
echoes. You try to paint the white walls of my head with hues of love and light, and
while you do it, the walls soak all the colors only to regress my headspace into the
torturous white room that it has been all along.

My heart breaks to let you go but | don’t want you to end up as the collateral
damage of my war against myself. | can not do this to you.
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Poem

SAPCE-THE BEAUTY OF INFINITE

Sanskar Dwivedi
--------------------------------------------------- BSC (Hons) PHYSICS, lind Year

The beauty of infinity is quite, aloof and still

You have its number so close in you...

Space isn't empty, it's not still

The most beautiful and lovely be there for first sight in it.
| am lost for it because imagination is mine!

You be its creation but not me,

| am god, yes I'm the creator!!

Space isn't infinite, I've seen it...

My v7 will give your answers

Its my weapon, Days& Night to win a rumble,

Oh! Yes the rumble of this tumbling chaos.

None is going to get the infinity

Its only you, you the reader or my creator of this doomed worldly life...
Keep up, or die! Do well or die, but never do for the space!!

I've seen the hells cape in lap of sleep

It has boundaries, trust me!

This space lets you explore yourself, your beauty & limits my dear god...
Sense the infinite, be the infinite and set the infinite!

It's your choice, your life but remember,

You are created & incarnated by the space.

My space, My infinite & its Beauty!!
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Loem
Of all that remains

Smridhi Goel
--------------------------------------------------------- 8.Com (P), llird Year
Her picture burned and ebbed away,

Till Her smile smoldered, Till her eyes were beads of fire,

It went up in flames, yet ashes remained.

A storm came and wrecked my life,
Unearthed the wisdom of my gracious trees,
enslaved the beauty of my sublime flowers,
A whirlwind of bedlam spun around me,

Youthful leaves were gone, silent weeds remained.

| have been gashed all over,
And tattered from within,

My skin speaks of bloodshed,
And my heart screams of ache,

My wails were gone, stubborn scars remained.

| have cried a lot,
Then and now
| cry and cry,

hard and low,
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Every whimper being unique and distinct,
From soundless, to stifled, to muffled, to heartbreaking,
All tinctured with the same darn misery

My tears were gone, their wetness lingered and sting remained.

| craved for love and understanding,
Roses and rainbows that were never mine,
Frail threads were tested by time

My expectations faded and decayed,

My home was gone, a house remained.

The girl in that photograph was my wife,
Unseasonably, her final destination came,
She left me on my own,

Her soul moved on, my emptiness remained.

Life is a story of struggles
Of endless questions and troubles,

when all is gone, there is nothing to lose,

In my garden of grief and ruin,

While stuck in past, i prayed for better tomorrows,
My present kept calling,

Until i finally chose to listen,

And let in the glorious light of day,

My worries, my fears are gone, hope remains.

In a journey of simple abundance, my life awaits!
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Blog
Life Happens Slowly and Then All at Once

Vipna
-------------------------------------------------------- Hindi Hons, 2nd year

| couldn’t possibly tell you how many times in my life | have thought to myself; “Is
this ever going to end?” Or “will | ever stop feeling this way?” If | sit and really think
about it, every stage of my life and I'm sure yours too, has been marred with these
moments, and the subsequent feeling that time is never really on your side, but
constantly, begrudgingly working against you.

Whether it was when | was a small child, waiting at the window for the rain to clear

so | could go outside and play. Or a teenager, waiting by the phone for a friend to
call me back.

When | was living through a pandemic, as we all were. A collective worry that took
up the space between my neck and my naval, a worry | am sure | shared with
billions. And now, while life is seemingly good, or at least better than it was.

We linger in our memories just as much as they linger within us, and at times it’s
only our scars that truly remember. When we learn to smile again, laugh again, and
fall asleep without a particular worry that followed us for months, years. Gone, as
though it never mattered in the first place. But time does that, it slows down in
ways that you're never going to be able to explain, and then all of a sudden a week
has passed, a month, a year, ten years and while nothing, in particular, has really
changed, everything is different.

The sun continues to rise, the seasons continue to change and we lose time like it
means nothing to us, simultaneously wishing it away and remarking that the good
times never last long enough. I'm sure as you sit here today there are things that
you once felt you would never be free from, that you are now struggling to
remember in all their fine detail because life does that, it goes on. Relentlessly, and it

is our curse to both remember and to forget.
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Poem

Musings beside the lake

Evans... Evans... Evans...

Let us walk together

In these desolate lands

But do not ask if

| hear anything at all
Including the air on the bands,
Or the grass stuck

In these broken strands.

Can you hear me? Because the light
Has blinded me leaving without a sight!

Yes! | do have time looking,
Cooking, and gripping the lotus

In the ethereal lake where the
White swan drinks the water to
The lees with those bees

Who mark their path to Herodotus.

That water... water... water

Padmanabha Reddy
English Hons, 3rd year




Turns red with the blood of
Squirrels biting mackerel while
The otter swims away with
White spots on his head.

Can you hear me? Because the light
Has blinded me leaving without a sight!

The leaves of the tress shatter
With the west wind advancing

And bringing in a tint of chatter;

A platter full of gold and silver,
Resting on the grass while leaving
The sky and tricking it in believing -
They are still present

The sound of This West Wind is bitter
And the unending chatter a bestial litter
Have you understood?

The syntaxes? That's not what | intended!
That is not what | meant!

| am a tale told by an idiot

Who stabbed the old man as fair

As a cow; the fair skin and the foul hair
And the dark milk; a normal affair
With white spots amidst the blue sky
Reckoning the dawn of an evil dye

Let us walk again in these streets

Who are ready with its undesirable treats;
The hollow men and rusty steel, the
Banging of a tightened wheel,

Everything tastes sweet walking on four feet
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Can you hear me? Because the light
Has blinded me leaving without a sight

The buffalo stands still beside

The little hill asking me to drink
Water before we leave. | had neither
Drunk them to the lees nor

Plucked out a lotus. Can you hear
My shrill voice?

Because | cannot hear yours.

| have seen the air closing
My mouth and sweat,

That water... water... water
Closes its eyes until we

Embrace her and she rips us!
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POLITY OF POLITICS
Saurav Suman
---------------------- —= ------------—-Economics (Hons), Passout
The current political scenario needs us to have an unambiguous understanding of
the two important terms which are used interchangeably but have translucent
separation, POLITY & POLITICS. Politics can be seen being discussed at tea stalls in

INDIA, but what we are lacking as a nation is the consciousness of polity. Going
through the terms, “polity” can be defined as the organizational structure of
government of a state and "politics” can defined as the methodology and activities
associated with the running of a government. Precisely looking, former thrives to
attain the governance at its best form possible, where Nation and the will of the
people is the topmost priority, on the other hand the latter is usually attributed to
your position on the political spectrum. While we incessantly recite the stereotypical

definition of Democracy “of the people, for the people, by the people” somewhere we

forget that above all, the government is “of the Nation, for the Nation”. In the rat 2
race of elections which seems to be a matter of death and life, the objective behind it 0
is absent. The question is “all these for what?” or why and how we ended up here, 2
when the fate of politics is determining the fate of Nation and why not the Nation is 1
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above any party, any politics and above all. Why don't we rise and sink as ” We the
people of INDIA"? Answering the above questions will require us to objectively
evaluate our entire political structure, starting from questioning the sanctity of our
democratic institutions. It will give us an insight into the problems gradually rotting
our system and a thorough understanding of this will provide the clarity but it could
be like a mirror for all of us, to show us who we are. The series of questions need to
be asked also includes the use of bookish phrases, celebrating glory but distant from
reality. One such phrase is " Unity in Diversity". Every now and then, the phrase is
used but one wonders, what is it that unites all of us? The answer spontaneously
pops up in our minds, rights and duties given in the constitution, quest to make our
lives better etc. But this house of cards shatters when one stumbles upon the
ground truth. Where people in millions lack basic amenities and the state fails to
ensure a dignified life, these phrases filled with pride means nothing and the pledge
to reaclaim lost glory is merely a utopia.

So, the need of the hour is to rejuvenate our organisational structure and focus on
providing basic amenities. No matter how trivial it sounds, basic infrastructure is
that pillar without which electing the skyscraper of a developed country will be far
from reality. It should be followed by a series of reforms in the judicial and policing
system. Ctizens deserve a life in which they should be able to enjoy their life with
liberty and state should not be able to perpetrate miscarriage of justice. In a society
where we ensure equality of opportunity and dignified life to everyone irrespective of
caste, creed, sex etc; individual liberty will rain supreme. Changes like these could
eradicate the feeling of victimization among certain sections of society that has
breeded extreme political polarization. Hence our resolve to smartly apply our
knowledge of "polity” could reform our “Politics”.
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Poem
The only man | trust
Areesha Aafreen

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————— BA Programme, ist Year

The day | was born,

You gently put me in your arms, kiss my forehead and said, "How beautiful you are."
| started crying, not know what's going.

As | grow old | came to know, that you are the reason behind my identity.
My guardian angel,

My protector,

My warrior,

My savior,

What | am now and | will be after.

You are the reason behind every shade of my character.

Everytime time that | woke and fake a smile.

You gently whisper in my ears, what happen? Is everything fine?
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And | wonder how you understand me way more than anybody will ever do.
Sometimes | take you for granted, but deep down in my heart | know, that without
you | can't take a single step or utter a line.

| am like the tortoise and you are my shell, my safe place.

| ran towards you when it's thunder, dark or even the ran.

You dreamed the dreams that | had dreamt.

And worked for it more than me.

You taught me, if you want something go get it.

Be brave, beautiful, confident and strong enough to achieve it.

You suffered for my things beyond my imagination.

And | know if | thank you for things you have done, it doesn't make and sense.
But, thank you father for believing me, inspiring me, not clipping my wings and
letting me fly.

| love you!!

My guardian angel, you are the only man | trust.
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Poem

PERFECTION

Krati Sharma
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————— B8A Programme, Ist Year
Ups and downs, lows and highs

People say that it is the part of life,

But then i wonder!
Why should we bother?

Suffering through all the pain,
Without upheavals, couldn't it be possible that life's plateau become plain

| think and think and overthink sometimes,
How can | make everything 'PERFECT all the time?

Can't we live without wondering so much,
Just existing with neutrality as such.

Can't we just live, learn and go with the flow,
Leaving the annoying and Thoughtful row.
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The day | saw you

For you | wake up

For you | walk

For you | even run
Cause life run by dreams
And dreams run by life

For you | am making my self perfect
For you I'm making good efforts
Foryou I'm making my self sincere
Cause dreams belongs to life

And life belongs to dreams

You are like shinny ray in my life
You are scented wind in my life
You are happyspring in my life
Cause happiness belongs to dream
And dream belongs to happiness

You are the brightest star in my sky
You are the flying bird in my Sky
You are the happy rain in my sky
Cause sky belongs to dream

Shivani Singh

............ B.Sc Hons Chemistry, Ist Year

And dream belongs to sky
So my little poet friends

Fly for you dreams

Live for you dreams

And become the master of the ocean
for your dreams

Dreams is in me

Dreams is in you

Fulfill your Dreams
Saw your dreams in a day
Fulfill your dreams in a night

Cause night belongs to darkness
Darkness belongs to shinny day
A shinny day dedicates to Hope

And hope dedicates to your wholeness
of your True Dreams
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